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President’s Message 

Forgive me if I 
sound like a broken 
record.  What the heck 
is happening with this 
coronavirus? We were 
all on house arrest.  
Then, things started to 

improve, and we were allowed to peek out 
of our caves.  We actually got to eat in 
restaurants, get haircuts and even visit 
nail salons.  But then, things got worse.  
Do we know why?  Was it people not 
wearing masks?  Was it people not 
maintain social distance?  Was it people 
feeling they were invincible and “knew” 
they would not catch it?  I surely don’t 
know, but am positive we will never be 
told the truth.  Now we are on the verge of
having to return to hibernating in our 
caves.

So, what does this have to do with 
ham radio in general and our club in 
particular?  The answer is some bad, and 
some good.  First, the bad, summed up in 
three words, no Field Day.  In addition to 
being highly anticipated by members who 
have participated in the past, it is always 
an eye-opening experience for those who 
haven’t.  Without a doubt, it is the high 
point of the year in ham radio.  But this 
year there was no opportunity to try other
ham’s radios or experience new things.  
We all had to stay at home and, as they 
say, “dance with the one you brung”.  But, 
in an interesting side note, assuming that
all who participated have sent or will 
send their results to the ARRL and cite 
the club, we may have our highest contact 
score in years.  That should count for 
something.

Now, what about some good that has 
come from staying at home?  As you read 
through this newsletter you will see 
member articles about what they have 
been doing while at home.  Most sincere 
thanks to Curt, KM6MTV and Craig, 
KK6DBJ for not only doing what they did,
but for sharing it with us.  I have seen 
both articles and they are terrific.  Rumor
has it that there will be more member 
articles next month.  I love the trend.

Want something to warm our hearts?  
In a recent ARRL newsletter there is a 
report that a group of scientists are 
seeing evidence that when we finally 
climb out of this persistent low in the 
solar cycle, the next peak will be 
spectacular.  Sure, it is one report, but we 
can hope.  It is something that will 
energize the ham community and spur 
many to become at least General class 
operators to take advantage of it.  “I am 
keeping my fingers crossed. 

At our recent Board Meeting we 
decided to actively pursue online dues 
payments and repeater donations.  Sure, 
PayPal is the big name in the game, but 
there are others that offer similar services
and may have certain advantages for 
small, non-profit organizations for being 
fee-free to the organization, to 
contributing a portion of the proceeds to 
us, like the Smile program at Amazon, the
one I am sure you all use and have shared
the link with family and friends.  We hope
to be in a position to select a program at 
our next Board Meeting, after Lucinda, 
AA6LU, completes her research.  Yet 
another reason to be thankful that we 
have her services as our treasurer.
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It goes without saying that I miss the 
meetings, the opportunity to visit with 
each other, share stories, maybe have an 
informative presentation.  And we must 
remember the coffee and donuts.  James, 
AG6OK, commented that much of his 
stock of goodies has passed expiration 
dates.  But in the meantime, do not forget 
our nets.  Of course, there is the 
Wednesday night back-to-back two meter 
FM and 440 C4FM net activity, but also 
our Saturday night 440 FM net, our 
Tuesday night 220 net and our weekday 
morning Health, welfare and Trivia net.  
Our Saturday, Tuesday and weekday nets 
are a great time to stay connected with 
fellow members and visitors, so try to join 
them when you can.

For now, stay safe, wear your mask, wash 
your hands and spend a little more time 
being radio active, the original social 
distancing,

73,

Rick WM6M

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-2579494
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Articles For the Newsletter

The RHARC Newsletter is inviting the 
membership to submit items for publication. 

Consider yourself asked to help make our club
newsletter full of interesting amateur related 
items. 

We invite new hams and old timers to write 
articles and submit reviews of amateur 
equipment. 

Take a photo of your ham shack and write up 
a little information about yourself.

Items for sale. 
Take a photo, write a description of the item/s
you’re selling.

Share your vacation, interesting things you've
seen or your hobby’s with us.

Don't forget that our club’s newsletter is seen 
worldwide and is an informative way to 
spread the word of RHARC and ham radio.

If you have articles you would like to 
contribute to the newsletter or suggestions for
topics you would like to see covered, please 
contact one of our Board of Directors.

2020 RHARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rick Norton, President, WM6M
Josh Henderson, Vice President, K6PNP
Ernie Mitchell, Secretary, KM6JSZ
Lucinda Halley, Treasurer, AA6LU
Dave Haring, Past President, K6CJZ
Don Rudd, Member at large,  KJ6RUJ
Linda Souder, Member at large, W6QE
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The following information is directed to members of the
 Rio Hondo Amateur Radio Club 

GOOD NEWS!
Recently, I learned that, as treasurer of our NON-PROFIT 501C3 club, I am allowed to 
assign a dollar value to the VOLUNTEER HOURS IN PUBLIC SERVICE that our club 
members complete.  

There are two stipulations and only one needs to be met. The first requirement is that 
the service contribution either creates or enhances nonfinancial assets.  A nonfinancial 
asset is anything you can touch. One example would be leading or attending a workshop
where you build battery boxes. Installing, maintaining and repairing repeaters, radios, 
antennas or donated equipment that our club receives are other examples of acceptable 
work. 

The alternate requirement is that the specialized skills provided by the volunteer would
typically need to be purchased if not provided by donation (like bookkeeping and 
accounting work or leading the educational workshops or remote testing)  

I am allowed to assign a value to those hours (using schedules provided by the federal 
Bureau of Labor Statistics) and enter them into the club's financial statements.  The 
financial statements can then be sent to the Office of Attorney General, Charitable 
Registry, in Sacramento.

The work that you all do as volunteers can increase our club's impact in the community 
and can be used to obtain grants, possibly even from the company you are working for 
or retired from.

The form that you can use to document your volunteer work can be found on our         
rharc.org Website.   “News & Documentation section”

Keep it daily, weekly, monthly but record your hours, the date of your work and what 
you did. This information is the basis for all of the benefits that our 501c3 club can 
receive. 

Unfortunately, simply telling me hours does not meet the requirements of FASB 
accounting standards.

I hope that you will take the time to complete the attached form any time you do work 
that will meet at least one of the requirements listed above.

73,
Lucinda AA6LU

http://rharc.org/
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