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President’s Message

I tried really hard to come up with a
monthly message where we all got to take
a break from talking about the Corona
virus but have failed. I think it is fair to
say it has had the most significant impact
on each and every one of us since
September 11, 2001. I am very pleased
that, at least as far as I know, none of our
members has been infected or have a
family member infected. I hope and pray
that this is correct. It is unfortunate that
there is no clear and complete information
about protecting ourselves. Just today I
heard Dr. Oz on the radio saying the
droplets can hang in the air for 15
minutes, yet the LA County is saying the
droplets fall out of the air very quickly.
Do we wear masks? Disagreement on
that. And if we do, is it to prevent
catching it, or to prevent unknowingly
spreading it? Disagreement on that, too.
One thing is for sure. Staying home
works.

Historically, hams wind up on the
front lines in almost every emergency.
Last month in this column I reported that
I was hearing inquiries about how hams
could be of service and that I did not see
any way that we could help. Indeed, with
social distancing we can help the most by
staying the heck out of the way to not add
to the victim count. But, the factor I refer
to as the “service gene” has indeed
emerged, but this time it is hams helping
hams. We have started a Health and
Welfare Net weekdays at 10:00am on out
two meter repeater. We have been
checking on each other and sharing
shopping successes and failures. I am
pleased to report that none of our

check-ins has reported a significant need.
In fact, we have started a daily trivia
question to at least exercise our thinking.

Speaking of social distancing, the
other day I saw a cartoon showing two
hams over the horizon communicating
with each other and the caption “Hams.
Social distancing for over 100 years”. In
addition to being able to talk with friends,
old and new while staying at home I am
hearing of hams taking some of their
furlough time for upgrading equipment,
tuning the go box, trying new modes and
studying, whether it is for a license
upgrade or CW.

In ham radio news during the last
week there has been a lot of talk about
remote testing. Home confinement and
cancelled test sessions prompted the spike
in interest. There has apparently been
one license issued via a remote process.
As you know, I am deeply involved in the
VE program and have reason to believe
that the various VECs are looking at the
possibility. Let me reassure you, though,
that it is an awful lot more that setting up
a Zoom teleconference. The single most
important thing a VE team does is
maintain and assure the integrity of the
process. So, how do you distribute,
handle and recover the test booklet?

Same with the answer sheet. How do you
assure there is no “cheat sheet” out of
view of the camera? How are signed
documents handled? And, so far, all
scenarios involved only one applicant, not
a room full. There are many, many details
to be worked out and confirmed against
FCC regulations before remote testing can
be considered.
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Finally, it is strange that I am not Also a reminder, the club is still paying
talking about a meeting next Monday. I rent and insurance for the repeater site,
think it is too early to even talk about post office box rental, website hosting,
May or June. We have to take things one various filing fees as a corporation, and so
day at a time, but when I think of schools forth. If you have been waiting to attend
that will be closed even in June I do not a meeting to pay dues, I encourage you to
have much confidence that groups will be drop a check in the mail to us. It will
gathering even then. The last I read certainly be appreciated.
about Field Day suggests that it will We will provide updates as we receive
happen, but most likely all from home. them. Until then, stay safe, and stay

I miss our gatherings and hope we can be home.
social soon. In the meantime, stay safe,
stay home and wash your hands.

73,
Rick WM6M Join the Rio Hondo ARC Nets
Wednesday at 8 PM
146.175 (+), PL 156.7
Immediately followed by
445.560 (-) C4FM
We have been advised that the City of
Whittier has extended their building Saturday 8 PM
closures through the end of May. That 445.560 (-) PL 100.0
means that we must cancel our April and
May club meetings scheduled for Parnell Tuesday 7:30 PM
Park. This also affects our General Class 223.940 (-) PL 100.0
scheduled for April. At this time we have All Hams are invited!
no alternate locations or dates. Most
likely that will also mean no Health and Welfare Net
boardmeetings or social breakfast since weekday mornings at 10:00AM
restaurants are likely to follow the lead. 146.175 (+), PL 156.7

In case you have not heard, the club has
started a Health and Welfare Net
weekday mornings at 10:00 on our 146.175 i
repeater. It is intended as a neighbor- Join us on Facebook at
helping-neighbor net where the attendees :
have confirmed they are OK, and we have
been sharing status of the various
supermarkets where we shop. While we
all seem OK at this point, things can
change. Please feel free to join us when
you can.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/RHARC/


















































































